
Monday 19 June 2017 

What a hectic week we had last week, with two fundraising events (where we had  
a huge response with help from our parents), a power cut, Life Education and the 
sports activator coming in for her first visit. With four after school meetings  
involving Rachael and I thrown in, a very busy and challenging time. 

  

I got to experience my first cheese roll factory, which like the parking on Tuesday 
was expertly run by Jacquie. It was great to see our school so well supported by 
our families and community. A big thanks to Jacquie and her family who have gone 
the extra mile this week, we are very grateful for your efforts. 

  

The basketball and hockey seem to be going along well, with the basketball team 
being regraded into a grade where we will have more opportunity to be successful. 
I am still waiting to get the opportunity to head on down to watch my first hockey 
game, hopefully this will come soon. 

  

There is an important notice in this newsletter about the Australian Maths and 
Reading competitions and a Teachers only day in term 3. If you are interested  
in participating in the competitions I will need these back by Wednesday please. 

  

Warm regards 

  

   Alan McInally 
 
 



HELP - needed for this FRIDAY 
 

Both Linda and Jacquie are away and we need someone to come in at 12 noon and cook the  
sausages and make the hot chocolates. If we can’t find anyone then we will not be having  
sausages this Friday. And if we could please have orders in on THURSDAY this week please. 
 
Sausage Sizzle Fridays - Winter term means FREE hot chocolates 
 

Name _____________________________ 

No. of Sausages $1.50 each  ____________   Hot Chocolate _______ 

PTA news 

Thank you for your help last week.  

2 fundraisers in one week - a huge job but we did! 

We have an amazing community, they have been so golden this week they 
all earned a golden chocolate bar.  

Scarlet, Nikau, Angel and Chase helped to keep the parents working and not letting them slack off, they were awesome 
project managers. Thank you for being so well behaved. 

Thank you: Thelma, Alice, Caroline, Lisa, Sharna, Kyle, Susan, Suzy, Kostya, Andrea, Cynde (chilli making and clean 
up queen), Deanne (for the absolutely stunning morning tea, Alan and Adrian for all your help yesterday. 

A big thank you to the family and friends that helped with child care so these people could help.  
 

We raised $630 from the carpark selling 

And just on $1,000 from the cheese rolls. 

We have a few 1 kg bags of cheese for sale at $8 each, please see Jacquie in the office. 

Sport:  Hockey 

Results from last week:  

The Storm drew 2-2 with Balaclava. Player of the day was Cassie from St Brigid’s.   

The Strikers had a tough game and lost to St Leonards. Player of the day was Blake 

from St Brigid’s.                                                   

 

This week’s draw 

Storm (Year 3&4 Junior Hockey)     Strikers (Year 5&6 Senior Hockey)  
Wednesday 21 June @3:40 pm       Wednesday 21 June@3:40 pm   

Maroon Storm v SBS Thunder      Mac Bay Gladiators vs Maroon Strikers 

McMillan Turf Pav 4       Queens Turf 

 

Miniball  

Results from last week:-  

Congratula�ons to last weeks ‘Player of the day’  - Madison Cole 
 

This week’s draw 

Thursday 22 June@4:50 pm   North East Valley  vs  St Mary’s  Edgar Centre   Court 2 



Fish ‘n’ Chip Night - School & Parish get together! 
THIS coming FRIDAY 23rd June 5:30 - 7:00pm. 
Bring your fish and chips to school and eat together as a school family. 
It is an opportunity to further welcome the McInally and Roulston families to our 
school.   

ICAS Australian Mathematics and Reading competitions 

 

This year we are looking to enter some students into the ICAS testing. 
This will be the first time in 15 years that we as a school will have  
participated. 
 

Who should be looking to enter? Students who are doing particularly well in reading or 
Mathematics in years 3 to 6. 
 

Why should we enter? It builds up students problem solving skills and also provides  
additional evidence when heading into secondary school of how well your child is doing.  
This could help them continue in gifted and talented classes at secondary school once they have 
left St Mary’s. 
 

Problems - the testing is quite challenging and usually takes a couple of attempts to get used to. 
Some of the material covered will not have been covered in class BUT this is often intentional and 
can be solved by those with good problem solving strategies. You will be competing against the 
very best students across New Zealand. If you get a certificate of Merit, Credit, Distinction (top 
10%), or High Distinction (top 1%) you would have achieved this against many of the very best  
students in New Zealand. 
 

Cost- $9.50 per test. If you are interested please talk to Mr McInally by Wednesday 1:00pm as 
I will be entering students at this stage. 

Teachers Only Day 

 

There is a Catholic Gathering on the 22nd of September (Friday Week 9 Term 3) in  
Alexandra. This is being designated a Teachers Only Day and alternative  arrangements 
will need to be made to look after students on this day.  We hope you can enjoy a bonus 
long weekend, it is important that the teachers attend to help us in creating the best  
possible learning environment for your children. 

Special Character and Religious Education: 
 

RE Lessons                                                                                                                              

This week we begin the God Strand in our RE classes.  
Room 2 are learning about Óur Gracious God’  and focusing on the many 
gifts of God, especially the gift of his son Jesus.   
Room 3 are learning about Gods love.  In particular the Trinity, creation 
and the commandments.   

This week at a glance:  

Monday  

Tuesday   

Wednesday Hockey - both games@3:40 pm 

Thursday  Miniball@4:50 pm 

Friday Fish ‘n’ Chip Night@5:30 pm 

Sunday 
Youth Group clean up day@Brighton beach  
h ps://www.facebook.com/amplifydunedinyouthgroup  



This week we had a very close friend of Mr McInally’s visit,  
HAROLD and his friend Maria! Both classes chose to learn about 
how to be good friends and on how to be caring about people who 
may not be our friends. This aligned very well with our learning 

about the holy spirit and should help students to continue building on 
their relationship skills at play times and at home. 
  

We made images of our giraffes and cut them out on coloured card - working on our drawing and scissor 
skills. Then we talked a little about what we had learned from our time with Harold. I was very impressed with 
the amazing drawing skills of our students. 
  

Maria was so impressed with our card that she said she was going to take it to show to Harold (who had  
already driven home in his mini by the time we finished the card) and then send it to Harold’s boss in  
Wellington to share how good a job he had done at St Mary’s School. 
 

We have booklets in class that should help us further extend our 
learning. Thanks Harold. We can’t wait to see you again next 
year. 

 

 

We loved seeing our visitors on Friday!   

Naomi was teaching us about passing, catching and shoo'ng the netball.  

Gabriel  “Naomi taught us some tricks with the netball.  We had had  

to spin the ball on our fingers, and how to do a ‘foot catch’. “ 

Ka�a “She taught us how to play netball.  We had a game at the end.    

I  am ge&ng good at passing.  We also played ‘Saving Snow White’”  

 

Harold and Maria took us for 2 cool sessions in the Life  Educa'on Truck.   

We were learning all about how to be a good friend.  

Isobel  “We learnt how to be a good friend.  When people are 
feeling sad, you can go over and ask them to play.” 

Erica  “We had a disco with Harold.  There was some music and 
we had to dance.  It was really fun!” 


