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St Mary’s Kaikorai School
Guardianship and Custody Issues Policy
2013
Rationale:

To recognise the rights and expectations of parents to participate in the education of their children and to be informed of their progress, while at the same time avoid conflict arising from custodial issues.

Guidelines

This is achieved by

1. On enrolment, the school will record whether or not the parents of any pupil are living apart and, if so whether or not any Court Orders exist in relation to custody and access. The parents are encouraged to inform the school of any change in circumstances once the child has been enrolled

2. The school shall inform parents that they each have a right to be informed of the progress of their child at school and in particular:

· To receive copies of school reports /portfolios

· To attend parent/teacher meetings, or discuss their child’s progress

· To be consulted  when the school is suggesting the need for specialist education services for their child

· To participate in disciplinary hearings involving their child

· To participate in parent activities/functions

· To vote in elections and by-elections for Board of Trustees

3. School staff shall, wherever possible, avoid involvement in any dispute between parents of pupils at the school and if requested to comment upon any issue relating to custody or guardianship, shall consult the Principal.

4 If the school is informed of any legal restrictions relating to access to any child by one or other parent, the school shall ensure that staff are informed of the restriction. The school shall maintain a register recording any restrictions that may apply.

5 Where a parent enters the school grounds in circumstances believed by the staff to be a breach of any Court Order, the Principal shall be informed. The Principal shall give consideration as to whether or not the parent should be directed to leave the school grounds or whether the custodial parent or police should be consulted and shall take the appropriate action.
6 Any incident relating to custodial conflict within the school grounds shall be recorded and shall be reported to the custodial parent.

7 In the situation that custody proceedings are before the Court and Counsel has been appointed to represent the children. Any incident involving custodial issues shall be documented and reported to the counsel for the child.

Signed ________________________________
Date __________________

Chairperson, Board of Trustees
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