
Monday 22 May 2017 

Principal’s Message: 

 A nice chilly start to the week. I hope that the snow was something you got to  
enjoy rather than being too much of an inconvenience. It was interesting to see 
how the different areas of Dunedin experienced the weather - from cars driving  
into town covered in snow compared to South Dunedin which experienced a bit of 
hail while I was busy buying some insulation for the house. 

 

A sincere thank you from the McInally family goes out to all the well wishers and 
particularly the casserole club who have provided several amazing meals and  
delicious baking while Mrs McInally is healing. It has made us feel very lucky to  
be part of such a caring community. 

 

The basketball went well on Thursday night with a number of parents commenting 
on how much they had improved already. It was great to see the students sharing 
the ball around and looking more confident. If help is needed getting students to 
the game on time I should be able to help on most occasions and we can meet 
parents at the game. 

 

As we hit this cold spell we will talk to the students about 
keeping themselves healthy and how to prevent getting 
sick. Do remember that the road to recovery is often 
much faster when treated early, a bit of vitamin c and  
exercise often helps prevent getting sick too. 

 

 

Warm regards 

 

   Alan McInally 
 
 



Sport:  Hockey 

Results from last week: Unfortunately the Storm were defaulted to last 

week, so they had a prac�ce instead.   The Strikers had their first game  

for the season, it was a very close game but lost 5-4.   

Player of the day was Kyla from St Brigid’s. 
 

This week’s draw 

Storm (Junior Hockey)        Strikers (Senior Hockey)  
Wednesday 24 May 15 May@3:40        Wednesday 24 May@5:20    

Maroon Storm v Kaikorai Blue       Tainui Taniwha’s v Strikers 

McMillan Turf Pav 3        McMillian Turf Pav 3 

 

Miniball  

Results from last week:- A very physical game last week, but our children did 

well and demonstrated improved team work.   

Player of the day was Kiera Mullens. 

This week’s draw 

Thursday 25 May@4:15 pm   Kaikorai Spurs v St Mary’s Edgar Centre   Court 2 

We have started our PMP (Perceptual Motor Programme) sessions in the junior school.   

A big thank you to The Bendigo Trust and our PTA for donating funds so that we have the correct 

equipment for this programme.  It is greatly appreciated! 

 

This programme assists the development of the child and their relationship with their  

peers and the surrounding environment.  

It aids concentration and reasoning, and gives a sound basis for classroom learning.  

PMP enhances brain development by stimulating the five senses through movement.   

 

Children rotate around 4 stations that focus on Hand/Eye Co-ordination, Balance,  

Fitness, Locomotion and Eye Tracking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We intend to run our PMP sessions from 2:30 - 3:00pm on Tuesday and Wednesday each week in 

the hall.  This progamme needs parent support, so if you are able to spare 30mins at the end of the 

day please let Rachael know.   



Special Character and Religious Education: 
 

Sacramental Programme:  A letter is going home this week outlining the  
Reconciliation Programme for our Year 4 students, and inviting parents to a  
‘Parent Meeting’ run by Father Cipriano. 

 
 
Ascension:  Thursday 25 May   
This is  where we celebration the Ascension of Christ into heaven which is  
observed 40 days after Easter.  Because Jesus led a perfect life on earth,  
he was taken to heaven body and soul.  It signifies the success of his earthly 
work, all that he had come to do- he accomplished. We will participate in a small 
liturgy at 9:00 am on Thursday to celebrate the Ascension, families and friends 
are very welcome to join us.  Our children have been creating some beautiful 
artworks for our church that represent the Ascension of Christ. 
 

 

 

Pentecost Combined Mass  
Sunday 4th June at 11:00 am - St Joseph’s Brockville. 
This will be followed by a Shared Lunch, please bring a plate of food to 
share. 
No 6:00 pm Vigil at St Mary’s or 9:30 am at Mass at St Francis Xavier. 

This week at a glance:  

Monday PTA meeting 9:10 am in the staffroom 

Tuesday   

Wednesday Hockey 3:40pm & 5:20pm 

Thursday  Ascension Liturgy 9am.   Miniball 4:15pm 

Friday  

Next Week Swimming, Senior Class - Week 5 (Mon 29 May - Fri 2 June) 

Saturday  

Sausage Sizzle Fridays - Winter term means FREE hot chocolates 
 

Name _____________________________ 

No. of Sausages $1.50 each  ____________   Hot Chocolate _______ 

Assembly Awards: 

Zachary Roulston -  Welcome to School Certificate                                                                                                

Elizabeth Evans -  Reading Award for awesome word recall.                                                                                       

Kaila Rioveros -  Managing Self Award for always being reading for learning.                                                                   

Alex Roulston -  Sewing Good Seeds - helping others                                                                                              

Sophie Deerness -    Positive attitude towards her learning. 



There is a little confusion about homework and we will  
continue to work on an easier class example this week.  
There is much debate and research about the relevance and 
effectiveness of homework, The research that I have read has 
all suggested that the most important skills for children to work 
on are learned through repetition. This is what homework will 
target in Room 3. 

 

Reading for 15 minutes or more a night will help students with their reading. This does not have to 
be held with students reading aloud to parents although this is important for weaker readers. There 
is evidence to suggest that parents reading to students is similarly beneficial and even occasionally 
watching a movie/dvd where you stop and ask thought provoking questions so that they are in an 
alert state (ask what they think will happen next, or why a particular character may have acted in a 
certain way). 
 

Mathematics - reinforcement of basic facts (addition and subtraction to 20 and multiplication and 
division to 100). This can be done in a number of ways but should again be engaging the mind. 
This is why I have encouraged a ‘game’ approach - mathplayground.com or studyladder are good 
examples for online, we have also played several games in class using dice and playing cards that 
the students can play at home (discourage rolling a dice and counting 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. - use adding 
skills). Some students have also been taking home some spare worksheets to practice on - even 
playing games like monopoly and letting them be the banker would help. The main idea is that  
students enjoy the learning not suffer it (and that parents don’t have to spend a large amount of 
time helping out). 
 

Finally for spelling - students are focusing on the spelling rules. This means that students do not 
learn to spell ten or so words a week but learn the rules to spell many words. This has been a focus 
of the existing programme but students were unable to express this to me when prompted and 
hence will be made more explicit. Day 1 learn several words that demonstrate the rule - copy  
down these words. Read - cover - spell - check... each time.  Day 2 - make a list of words that 
demonstrate the rule. Day 3 - make a list of words that break the rule (the idea being they might 
identify why these words break the rule). Day 4 - put some new words that you have learned into 
sentences (hence helping build a higher level of vocabulary). 
 

I hope this all makes sense. Please do come and talk to me if you have a major concern as this is 
supposed to be something that is easier for parents and enjoyable for children - not something that 
has to be endured. 

PTA news:   
Meeting next Monday 29 May 9:10 am in the staffroom for 10 or so minutes. 

 

Fundraising for this term 

Cheese Rolls making day will be  

Sunday June the 18th.  

Order forms went home on Friday 

 and are due back 7th June. 

 

Selling carparks for the Lion’s Game at the stadium  

will be on Tuesday 13 June. 

If you can help with this, please see Jacquie 

- we need about 7 helpers, 


