Newsletter.
Friday 12th February 2021 - Week Two Term One
Te Kupu o te wiki
mahana = warm

6th Sunday in Ordinary
Time
Mark 1:40-45

This term our theme is “Under the Sea”. The children
have been doing art and craft activities as they learn
about sea plants and animals. Our writing is information
reports based on sea creatures. We have been learning
about St Dominic and the work he did to help others be
more like Jesus. Homework begins next week which includes practising sounds, letter formation, reading each
night and spelling for Year 2. Library will be on Fridays
so please return books each week.

This week the children have begun their learning
about the Earth Sciences. This term we are using
an integrated approach to learning using STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Maths).
Our first lesson was learning about river patterns.
This involved making a paper mountain, creating
rain and noticing how rivers run down from the
ridges to the valleys and then to the base of the
mountain.

8th St Jerome Emiliani
8th Waitangi Day
8th St Josephine Bakhita
10th St Scholastica
Although recognised as a significant day since it’s signing in 1840 it did not become a
national holiday until the 1970s. The Waitangi Day Act 1960 declared that 6th February would be known as
Waitangi Day and would be observed throughout the country 'as a national day of thanksgiving in
commemoration of the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi'. The call for the 6th February to be a nationwide
public holiday continued from the early promises made in 1957. Prime Minister Norman Kirk announcing that
from 1974 it would be a national holiday known as New Zealand Day. The Waitangi Day Act 1976
reinstated the name Waitangi Day.
So we have a Holy Day of sorts to reflect as a country, in thanksgiving, for the founding document of our
nationhood.

Exciting News for 2021:
 Every 2nd Friday Mr Tim Lucas (Kavanagh College Maori Dean) will be
teaching the children te reo, tikanga and kapahaka. The teachers will also be
learning alongside the children strengthening their knowledge. If you would
like to know more or would like to contribute your knowledge, please let us
know.
 Play then eat. We are now playing first at lunchtime then eating our lunches.
This allows the children to run around after their learning session. The
children have become more settled and are eating more of their lunch.
 Children are asked to wear their sport uniform every Friday. Remember not
to name this as it belongs to school.
Reminders:
 Term One children are to wear summer school uniform including sun hats.
 Lunches that need heating in our pie warmer need to come in tinfoil.
 Lunches that need heating in the microwave need to be in a microwave safe
container or packaging.
 Noodles need to be cup noodles please.
 Friday Hot Lunches have recommenced. Children will play at 1 2 then eat
their lunch at 12.30. The PTA have requested that children bring cash for
this. Prices are the same as last year $2.50 hot meal - $1.50 flavoured milk $1.00 cookie ($5.00 combo). Please watch the PTA Facebook page to see what
is for hot lunch.
 Child absent - If your child is unwell and is going to be absent, you must ring
the school to inform us the reason for absence before 9am.
 If your child is going to be late please ring before 9am with an approximate
time for arrival.
 If your contact details including phone numbers and address have changed,
please let the office know by email.
 We ask all children to bring their own drink bottles to school to avoid
drinking from a shared facility. Please remember a fork or spoon if they
need one for their lunch.
 Please check that school uniform (not sports) has your child name on it, to
help them get to the right child.
 For the safety of our children please do not use the school carpark between
8.30am and 9.00am and 2.30pm to 3.30pm.

February:
15th Teachers Commissioning Mass
15th Ngaika’s Birthday
16th Shrove Tuesday
17th Ash Wednesday
17th Olivia’s Birthday
18th Ash Wednesday mass at Little Sisters
of the Poor
18th 150years Dominican Sisters
19th Yr 5/6 Bike School
20th School Mass 6pm
22nd Parent/Teacher Goal Settings 1.30-5pm
23rd Nikai’s Birthday

March:
5th
Kahui Ako Sports Day (Stadium)
5th
Jam’s Birthday
7th
Sharvyin’s Birthday
8th
Teacher Only Day
12th Axten’s Birthday
17th St Patricks Day
22nd Otago Anniversary Day (public holiday)
April:
2nd-6th Easter (public holiday)
3rd
Daniel’s Birthday
12th Sinead’s Birthday

The children will be attending Ash
Wednesday mass at the Little Sisters of
The Poor chapel on 18th February. We
are travelling by bus leaving school at
11am and returning after mass
approximately 12 O'clock. If you would
like to join us please let us know.

Issue 1 Term 1 2021 out now.
Closing date Sat 1 April 2021
Please order online by using the
following link:
https://mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz/Parent/Login.aspx

During this term, the teachers are moving towards real
time reporting using Educa. We look forward to sharing
this with you after Mass on the 20th of February (next
Saturday). We will also share our Health Curriculum and
talk about our journey so far with structured Literacy.

