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Newsletter.  
Friday 10th March 2023 - Week 6 Term One 

School Calendar: 
March 

11th Adam’s Birthday (new student) 

15th Aithan’s Birthday (new student) 

16th  Teacher Strike - School   

 Closed 

17th  St Patricks Day 

 Karen’s final day 

20th  Otago Anniversary Day 

23rd  Counsellor: Jameisha (am) 

31st  Yr6 Leadership Retreat 

April 

3rd Daniels Birthday 

6th  Easter Dress-up Day 

 Last Day of Term 1 

7th  Good Friday 

11th Zeth’s Birthday 

12th Sinead’s Birthday 

19th Amelia’s Birthday 

25th Alexie’s Birthday 

25th Eniya’s Birthday 

 

Current Issues 

The next week or so is quite messy with disruptions 
and celebrations and we appreciate your support as we 
work through these. 

Teacher Strike The teachers of all primary and  
secondary schools in the country have voted to strike 
on Thursday 16 March. This means that the school will 
be closed for that day. 

St Patricks Day On Friday 17 March it is St Patrick’s 
Day. This is an opportunity to do ‘Irish’ things such as 
dressing in green and having green food, for the day.  

Karen Crawford’s last day That Friday is also Karen’s 
final day at the school as office administrator,  
teacher aide and canteen operator. I would like to say 
thank you for your service to the school and we wish 
you all the best at your new/old job at Ross Dowling 
Marquet and Griffin. 

Otago Anniversary Day On Monday 20 March the 
school is closed for the Otago Anniversary Day public 
holiday. 

Senior Room  -  Mr Woodhouse (Matua Woodhouse) 

This week the seniors have started coding using the  

Edison version of Python.  Here is an example of the type 

of code that they are 

learning to write and  

experiment with, and 

over the next couple of 

weeks they will learn  

various new instructions.  



Junior Room  -  Miss Rowley (Whaea Rowley) 
We have been learning about our body and how it works! We have been learning about muscles 
and our skeleton and why they are important.  

The Room one children have been exploring 
how our body moves and 
what keeps us up right!  

 

Senior Room  -  Ms Donnelly 
(Whaea Donnelly) 

 

Middle Room  -  Mrs Dillon (Whaea Dillon) 
Over the next few weeks during Maths lessons, the children will be learning about 'position 
and orientation' concepts. This involves describing the position of an object in relation to an-
other object/s. Year 2/3 used 3D shapes to create a structure and were trying to say where 
the blocks were in relation to another. Year 3/4 looked at mapping and the information that 
they can show. The children will be exploring specific language we use to describe position, 
such as- (Yr 2) above, next to, to the left/right, behind, back-to-back and (Yr 3/4) using com-
pass directions of north, south, east, west, moving left/right, up/down when following a path.  



Each week, we will present to you our newly elected Board of 

Trustees as of September 2022 and their profile. 

Today we share our re-elected Board of Trustee member as a 

Parent Representative: 

                Kyle Milner 

 
Please refer to for St Mary’s School Dunedin’s Policies and Procedures. 
 

Visit the website https://st-marys.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm on a regular basis by entering: 
 username (st-marys) and password (dominic). 

Week 6   
 
6th  
 
To 
 
10th  
 
March 

Over on the next page we also present to you newly elected Board of Trustee Members 

Kia Ora, I am Kyle Milner. My wife Sharna and my 
daughter Scarlet attended St Mary’s up till last year 
when she finished year 6. 
 
I am currently working as a temperer /  
production manager at OCHO chocolate factory. 
 
I hope to bring my critical thinking and  
attention to detail to better the opportunities of the 
children and school community. Also to bring my  
previous board experience to the current board. 



Karen Alfonso 

Kia ora, my name is Karen Alfonso, I'm Sebastian's and Santia-

go's mom. this is my first term as a board member and I'm hap-

py to contribute with our school community. I do love children 

and education, I'm currently working in a Montessori daycare, 

my background is in HR and administration. I hope my  

contribution to the school is helpful and we all together make 

the St. Mary's the best school for our tamariki.  

Angela Johnston 

Hi my name is Angela. I am proud mum of Aria yr 6 and Lillian yr 2. I am 

working as a mental health needs assessor. I love my job. I love showing 

people kindness and making a small difference to peoples lives. I work 

with children and adults. I have joined the school board just this last  

intake. I hope while I am on the board I can contribute by sharing 

knowledge and empathy from my experience working with children for 

many years. I look forward to seeing how our small school can grow whilst 

remaining a friendly family environment. I look forward to meeting you 

all.   

We present to you newly elected Board Members as of September 2022.    
Today we share Board of Trustee members:   Burton Francis as Proprietor  
Representative and, Karen Alfonso and Angela Johnston as Parent  
Representatives.  We have now presented all of our Board Members to you. 

 
Burton Francis 

Burton Francis, married to Annie. We have two kids Georgina 

who is in year one and Michael who is in childcare. We moved to 

Dunedin three years ago. Work has taken us to a few places. We 

moved from Melbourne and before that we were in Adelaide, 

Perth and South Africa. Annie and I are both from India  

originally. 

I work as a management consultant and it's my first time on a 

school board.  



We have been given Whanau challenge packs to 
hand out to families re Move It March. 

If you would like one please email the office. 
There are not enough for every family so 

first in first serve. 
Here are some samples of what is included: 



 



REMINDERS: 

Entry into the school by car is restricted between 8.30am to 

9.30am and again from 2.30pm to 3.30pm. Please share this with 

family/friends that may drop/pick up your child. 

At 3pm, we continue to use Taieri Road as the point for collecting your child, 
however if you use Cromwell Street, please DO NOT park across the driveway 
when dropping off or collecting your children.  We ask that you use the cul-de-sac 
correctly to avoid congestion in this area and ensure  
safety for students in particular. At peak times, there is a lot of traffic coming from 
other directions. We ask that you park in the surrounding streets and walk your child 
to the driveway. This is for the safety of all. Please share this with all that collect 
your child/children. 

A reminder that if your child/children will not be attending school, please let the 
school office know either by phone or email and the reason they are not at 
school BEFORE 8.45,  this applies also if they have an appointment and will be 
late. Unless we are already advised of the days they are away, you must let us know 
each day if they will not be attending school. If we do not hear from you, we then ring 
to make sure that your child/children are safe. 





They are offering our school  

community a special discount code if 

you are interested in going.  If you are 

keen to go let us know and we can sort. 






